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. Character of Bale aM * w 


Ir hasbeen debated among 
Christian ‘divines, whether Ba. 
Jaam was a magician or a proph- 
et. The Jews in general consid- 
ered him as a magician or astrol- 

_oger, and the ancient fathers of 
the church supposed him a sooth- 
sayer ; Origen calls him “ the dev. 
i’s sorcerer.”? Itis certain, how- 
ever, that he uttered several re- 
markable prophecies. He gave 
assurance of the long expected 
Messiah, of the approaching’ glo. 
ry of Israel, and the ruin of cer- 
tain nations, her enemies, in terms 
which no person need. misunder- 
stand. Itis a fact also that inthe 
New Testament he is explicitly 
called a prophet. The dumb 
ass speaking, rebuked the-mad+ 
ness of the prophet.” He was us 
doubtedly a celebrated man ; he 
was famous not only in his own 
city and nation, but in surround. 
ing countries. Distant kings de- 


' elared, that whom he blessed, 
were blessed. 
Strong impressions cf, God 


were fixed onhis mind. Wis pro- 
fessions of revereace were numer- 
ons, expli cit, and affecting.— 
When the messengers of Balak 
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ed three times 
cessively in tree conspicuous pia. 
ces. 
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first arrived, he does not answeg 
suddenly, though his desires were 
excited. He takes time to con- 
sider ; he asks his visiters to tar- 
ry all night.; he consults with 
God. God forbids his compli- 
ance 3; he, therefore, in the morn- 
ing civilly dismissed his company. 
Wicked men persevere in their 
opposition to Gad and his church; 
Balak sends another embassy 
more honourable than the first. 
He makes more splendid offers. 
“Twill do whatsoever thou say- 
est.” Still Balaam preserves his 
reverence for God. ‘* [ cannot,’’ 
saith he, go beyond the word of 
the Lord.”? ‘ Now therefore tar- 
ry this night, that [may know 
what the Lord will say unto me 


more”? * Ifthe men cali thee,’’ 
saith God, “riseand go with 
them.” Balaam rose and went 


withthe princes of Moab. When 
the angel of the Lord methim, he 
Instant ly offers to return 3 the ans 
gel replies, ** Go with fhe men.’ 

He goes, and has a splendid 3 in. 
terview with Balak. They erect. 
seven altars, suc. 


Diviaation and charms; 

























226 Character 
with all the arts of the sorcerer, 
were used to bring curses on Is- 
rael; still Balaam is compelled 
to prcnounce blessings in the af. 
fecting imagery of prophecy, in 
the sublimity cf revelation. ‘The 
third time he went nct to seck en- 
chantment, ashe had done, but 
set his face toward the wilder- 
ness, gave himself to the direction 
of God without employing any 
diabolical arts against the influ- 
encé of the holy Spirit. He gave 
himself up to be moved by the 
Spirit of God, and the Spirit of 
God came upon him. He tock 
up his parable and said, “ Balaam 
the son of Beor hath said, and the 
man whose eye was shut hath 
said; he hath said who heard 
the words @f the Almighty, fall- 
ing, and his eyes were opened.’’* 
Hie had been in darkness while 
imagining he might curse Israel ; 
hiseyesarenow opened. “ How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 

and thy tabernacks, O Israel. 2 
He begins his best speech boast- 
ing of himself. ‘ The man hath 
said, I, Balaam, the man whose 
eye was shut hath said, he hath 
said, I, Balaam have said, who 
heard the words of Ged, or the 
angel with adrawn sword, who 
saw the vision of the Almichty, 
falling with his beast, his eyes 
were opened.” Here is the spirit 
of modern times, though the 
speaker lived in days of old. 
Our present high pretenders to 
religion are incessantly telling 
how remarkable are their exneri- 
ences, boasting of what God hath 
showed to them, or told them. 
They make themselves hoarte in 
relating their vitions, and declar- 
ing how blind and wicked they 
ence were, how wise and how 


* A more literal translation. 
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good they now are. Such peo. 
ple may be called Balaamites. He 
could tell a more wonderful expe- 
rience, than a dozen of our mod. 
ern enthusiasts, strolling from 
town to town, creeping into pri. 
vate houses, leading captive silly 
women, and silly men. 

Balaam had said that. Israe}j 
“ should eat up the nations, who 
were their enemies, and break 
their bones ; blessed is he that 
blesseth them, and cursed is he 
that curseth them.” This kin. 
dled the anger of Balak ; smiting 
his hands together, he commands 
him instantly to leave his king. 
dom. Still Balaam continues 
his speech, and declares that “ Is. 
rael shall do valiantly.” 

After these predictions Balaam 
returned to hisown country ; but 
asif he had been vexed to mad- 
ness by losing his reward, he gives 
Kalak the most horrible advice, 
ashe bidshimadieu. ‘The black 
malignity of his heart, the diabci- 
ical spirit of his sou), is complete 
ly developed. He advised Balak 
to send his women into the camp 
of Israel to entice them to :cola- 
try and fornication ; and depait- 
ed.* ‘Though his curses were 
suppressed, this artifice of heil 
succceded. ‘The people of Israel 
were ensnared by the.enticements 
of female arts; they sinned, and 
God destroyed twenty four thcu- 
sand of them. So dees one sin- 
ner destroy much gocd ;, one ce- 
signings artful man or wema 

iay destroy a whole country. 

1, This view of Balaam’s char- 
acter shows us how inefficacicous 
are the resolutions of unccnverted 
men, Often did Pharoah prom- 

ise to let Israel go, and as often 


+ 


cid hechange his resolution, Of 
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ten did Saul promise to Jay aside 

his malice against David, and as 
often did he violate those resolu- 
tions. Often do sinners promise 
that they: willbe devout, and ho- 
Jy, and break off from their sins, 
and no more roll them, a3 a sweet 
morsel under their tongues; yet 
do they continue to neglect Corist 
and his sacraments, toreject di- 
vine truth and the duties of a ho. 
ly life. Baiaam promised not to 
go beyond the word of the Lord ; 
vet he gave Balax the most un- 
a. dly advice. 

2. ‘ue story of Balaam teach- 
es us the taped of dallying with 
temptation. He who distantly 
rejects temptationis safe. Ba- 
laam at first seemed to have the 
fear of God before hiseyes. He 
decloned | he could not go a step, 
nor speak a word, but according 
to the instructions of God. He 
declared that a house full of sil- 
verand old could not move him. 
Yet by tempting God, by going 
as far as he d red to go, he went 
beyond his duty ; he destroyed 
his precious, precious soul. Had 
he made a covenant with his 
eves and his lips ; had he not al- 
lowed himself to desire forbidden 
pleasures he mightnow have been 
rejoicing in the glories of heaven. 
He that amuses himself with 
temptation has reason to fear, 
that he is already undone. Eve 
lost paradise“by listening to the 
flattery of the serpent. On the 
other’ hand Joseph escaped des- 
traction by avoiding the company 
oi his mistress. ‘* He hearken- 
ed not uato her to lie Jy her, or 
to be with her.’ Had Balaam 
and a thousand others not ** hear- 
kened” to those, who tempted 
them to be * by” or * with” them, 
e been saved from 


shoy mir zht have 


Character of Balaam. 22 





we 


7 


guilt here and destruction hereaf- 
ter. No prayer is more necessa- 
ry every day and hour than this, 
‘‘ Lead us not into temptation.” 
Had Israel not listened to the 
Midiantish womien, had they like 
Joseph not allowed themselves to 
be * by” them, or * with” them, 
they had not been destroyed, 
twenty-four thousand in one day. 

3. The history of Balaam 
shows us that the enemies of the 
church shall prove blessings when 
God pleases. 

When Balaam speaks, the king 
of Moab implores him not to bless 
or curse; but to remain silent 
He felt that this wicked man was 
raising the character of Israel in 
view of his sw jects, arraying 
them with new glory, giving 
them unrivalled dignity and : splen- 
dour. So the wrath#f man shall 
promote the cause of Ciwrist, and 
the remainder of wrath shall be 
carefully restrained. Hireling 
officers aaNet protest, ‘* Never 
man spake like Jesus Christ 5’ 
Herod shall release his prisoner 
Pilate shall proclaim his inno- 
cence ; Roman soldiers, unclean 
spirits, and angry demons, shall 
pronounce him the Soa of God 35 
‘ocks, tombs, and midnight dark- 
ness, shall break their silence to 
eulogize his name, when his glo- 
ry demands this tribute of praise. 
Balaam shall say, “ Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his.” 

4. We see inthe history of Ba- 
laam how good a bad min can 
appear. Wicked men often do 
say many things, apparently good, 
the they dhinive their friends ; 
they deceive their enemies ; 
deceive themselves. They sins 
cerely think they are born again, 
that they are the people of God, 


they” 




































RON ag te Se © a. 


Oe meee 


oh pews 





229 Character of Balaain. [Ave 


while they are slaves to lust.— 
‘They perhaps perform as many 
serious services’ as they see oth- 
ers perform. They doas many 
things, apparently good, as they 
see others perform. ‘This de- 
ceives their hearts, and they per- 
haps will never discover their er- 
ror, till they hear their Judge say, 
** Depart ye cursed. a 

Bxlaam repairs to God for in- 
Struction once, and again, and 
again; he inquires whether he 
shall go, and what he shall say. 
He talks much of the word of the 
Lord, of his marvellous experi- 
ences, and of his strong virtue ; 
yet he loved the wazes of unright- 
eousness; the love of money in- 
flamed his desires, prompted his 
actions, and gave frequency and 
ardour to his devotions. His ac- 
tions were generally fair ; but his 
heart was base, his motives were 
low and grovelling. This pro- 
voked the anger of God; this 
unsheathed the sword of the an- 
gel, and removed the star of Ja- 
cob far from him. Suchis now 
the character of a thousand hyp- 
ocrites; all issounding brass. So 


‘do sinners deceive themselves 


with a show of religion; their 
hearts are not renewed; their 
lives are not holy. As the house 
set.on fire in one place will be 
consumed, so will one lust indul- 
ged destroy the soul. 

5. Great gifts are no decisive 
evidence of saving grace. A 
man may have all knowledge, and 
yet be nothing, as to vital reli- 
gion. ‘lhe giftsof Balaam made 
him famous among the nations. 
He could talk of religious experi- 
ence with the zeal of a new con- 
nett ; he could pray like a saint, 

prophecy like an angel; yet 
<4 was a graceless sinner. He 


loved the wages of unrighteous 
ness. So many in our day have 
all the common knowledge of 
Christians ; it may be said they 
understand all doctrines; they 
seem to have all faith ; they meet 
with the people of God in season 
and out of season ; they seem to 
love the gospel and gospel minis- 
ters ; they are almost persuaded 
to be Christians, yet some one 
lust or one neglect of duty com- 
pels us to believe their religion is 
vain. Sometimes they seem to 
run well; then some temptation 
overcomes them, and they make 
shipwreck of their faith. Like 
the stony ground hearers, they 
sometimes receive the word with 
joy, but soon some worldly in- 
dulgence banishes their comfort, 
and quenches their zeal. Weare 
ready‘to inquire ofthem, “ Where 
is the blessedness of which ye 
once spake ?”? 

6. When wicked inclinations 
overcome and silence the con- 
science the person is probably un- 
done. Balaam seems to have 
had a struggle between his heart 
and conscience ; a warfare be- 
tween his convictions and his in- 
clinations, So it was with Pha- 
raoh, Saul, Pilate, and Simon 
Magus, but their lusts finally pre- 
vailed, and they were probably 
ruined forever. So probably it is 
now with people educated under 
the gospel. They sin and then 
tremble; then they sjn again, 
and again tremble. Young peo- 
ple in general have periods oi 
deep and distressing alarm. er- 
sons sick are sometimes deeply 
impressed. ‘Those, also, who be- 
gin to sia after making a false 
profession of religion are terrified 
lest they may be ele to 
give up their hepe their delicis: 
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hope of saivation. But by de. 
grees their terrors subside, their 
hearts become Rarer their con- 
Sciences are seared, their religious 
feelings are benumbed. ‘Terror 
does not move them; glory does 
not comfort them ; al! the minis. 
ters of Christianity cannot per- 
suade them ; the holy Spirit for- 
sakes them; and they are quict 
in their sins. They sin, and sin, 
and sin. Sometimes they pray a 
little, read a little, and generally 
may attend public worship, So 
do their passions prevail over their 
eonsciences ; so are they undone, 
forever undone. ‘So Balaam was 
Jost ; so Judas was lost ; and so, 
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probably, will thousands of oth- 
ers be fost. 

Reader, if this be thy charac- 
ter; if thou canst sin with less re- 
morse than formerly ; if thou art 
habitually living in one sin, or 
the neglect of one duty ; let me 
entreat thee, by the worth of thy 
soul, by the terrors of the great 
day, by the torments of heil, to 
break off from that sin, which 
most easily besets thee ; never, 
Oh never indulge in that pleasant 
sin, once more, “lest thow soon lift 
up thine eyes in hell, aud there be 
none to deliver thee. 


Miss. Mag. 


———— a 0) ) ae——_—. 


‘Licligious Communications. 


MYSTERIES NOT PECULIAR TO 
CALVINISMs. 


CHRISTIANITY is a rational reli- 
gion. It does not shrink from 
the severest scrutiny, but rather 
courts examination; and from 
every candid trial, inthings, which 
human reason is competent to ex- 
amine, it comes forth with increas- 
ed evidence of its divinity. But 
any system, of religion, which is 
true, must, in many things, be 
above human reason, as it embra- 
ces many subjects, too great to be 
fully comprehended, by a finite 
mind. | 

Those rational christians, as 
they would be denominated, tbe 
first article of whose creed is, that 
they will believe nothing, even if 
at be’ contained in divine revela- 
tion itself, which they cannat ful- 


ly comprehend, aside fgom their 
impious arrogance, are the most 
irrational men living. Let them 
carry the same principle from re- 
ligion 1 into philosophy, let them 
be thus skeptical respecting things 
which are continually taking place 
around them, ia thenatural world, 
and their folly would be manifest. 
And why not act upon this prin- 
ciple in philosophy, as well as in 
re ligion, if the God of nature and 
of the scriptures be the same infi- 
nite and incomprehensibie being ? 
It is frequently objected to cer- 
tain denominations of christians, 
that their creed is full of myste- 
ries, and in the view of human 
reacon that it contains things, 
which are even absurd and con- 
and, therefore, that 
they must be in error, as it res- 
pects the doctriues of christianity. 
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Against no class of professed chris- 
tians are these charges more lib- 
erally dealt out, than against those 
generally denominated calvinists. 
And perhaps one reason of this 
has been, that they profess to re- 
ceive implicitly every doctrine of 
divine revelation, on the testimo- 
ny of the God of truth, however 
mysterious any of them may be ; 
and even confess that they can- 
not clearly perceive the agree- 
ment between many things, which 
they are confident are both con- 
Sistent andtrue. When attacked 
on the ground of the mysterious- 
1e88 of their faith, they have act- 
ed only on the ditvaiive. Per- 
haps they might have contended 
as successfully, had they, more 
frequently than they have done, 
carried war into the camp of their 
enemies. Ona slight examina- 
tion it would be found, that mys- 
teries in religion are by no means 
confined to the calvinistick sys- 
tem, and farther, that those very 
things, which are declared to be 
mysterious, absurd and contradic- 
tory on the principles maintained 
by this denomination of chris- 
tians, are often times egually so, 
on the principles of those who op- 
pose them. 

The calvinist believes that 
“there are three persons in the 
God head, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost, and these 
three are one God, the same in 
substance, equal in power and 
glory.” To this the unitarian 
objects, 2s containing a contradic- 
tion and an a He insists 
that it opposes the plainest dic- 
tates of reason ee common sense 
to say, that one canin any sense 
be three, and three one. Hecon- 
cludes, therefore ; maxing his 
own reason the measure of his 
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faith, that this cannot be a doc- 
trine of revelation, and exercises 
all his powers to explain away the 
unequivocal language of scrip- 
ture, which plainly teaches this 
doctrine, so that it may accord 
with his own scheme. An inge- 
nuity, bordering on an inspiration 
of no a good kind, has been 
manifested, in accommodating 
the scriptures to the uunttarian 
system. Butif there were no oth- 
er mysteries in their creed, it 
vould often require as much ime 
plicit faith, not in God but in 
them, and as great a Sacrifice of 
reason to believe in the correct- 
ness of their interpretations, as to 
believe the doctrine of the trinity, 
how mysterious soever it may be. 
In order to this, we must often 
be compeiled to admit, either 
that God did not know what !an- 
guare would be best understood 
by those, to whom he made his rev- 
el; ation, or that he has adygpted tt 
to the express purpose of les ding 
them into error. 

It would seem, from the objec. 
tions which the unitarian makes 
to the doctrine of the trinity, from 
his unwillingness to believe any 
thing respecting God which he 
does not fully understand, that 
he supposes himself capable of 
searching the Almighty to perfec- 
tion, and that, according to the 
nations which he forms of his char- 
acter, there is nothing in it above 
his comprehension. Atleast, this 
is necessary to his consistency. 
For if the divine character has 
things in it mysterious and incom- 
prehensible, according to his no- 
tions of it, why object to the no- 
tions of another, respecting it, 
different from his own, because 
they contain mysteries, The 
trinity in unity is not the only 
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mysterious thing, in the manner 
of the divine existence. Multt- 
plied difficulties, and even appar- 
ent contradictions, as plainly such 
as he pretends the trinity in ag 
to be, may be shown to exist, in 
what even the unitarian believes 
respecting the divine existence. 
He will acknowledge the omni- 
presence of deity, that God exists 
in every place, that a part of God 
does not exist in this place and 
another part in that, but that the 
whole of God exists in this place 
and the whole ot God in that, 
thatis, the whole of God exists, 
at the same time, in two distinct 
places ; a thing as incomprehen- 
sible, and even ‘contradictory, ace 
cording to any thing which we 
ean conceive, as the doctrine of 
trinity in unity. Difficulties of 
this sort, wishowt number, may 
be raised. ‘The truth is, the 
manner of the divine existence 
cannot be fully comprehended by 
mortals, and we mutt believe in 
an incomprehensible God, or in 
no God at all. 

The calvinist believes that God 
hath, for his own glory, foreor- 
dained whatsoever comes to pass 5 
so that nothing can take place, 
but in the accomplishment of his 
purposes, and according to his 
pleasure. ‘To this the armiman 
objects, that it makes God the 
author of sin; ror he says, if all 
things are decreed, tin must have 
been so, and if the end was fixed, 
the means also were appointed, 
which would infallibly lead to it, 
and that God mnst have “me 
some agency im causing it to ex- 
ist. The calvinist dentes that he 
considers God as having any sine 
ful agency in the production of 
SIM, although he acknowledges, 
that it came into exrtence, ac- 
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cording to the purpose of God. 
But the arminian persists in the 
idea, that the purpose of God 
that sin should exist, necessarily 
implies that he is the author of it, 
in a sense inconsistent with the 
divine holiness. And what if it 
could be proved that God willed 
the existence of sin according to 
the belicf of the arminian, would 
it not prove thathe, equally with 
the culvinist, makes God the au- 
thor of sin? Oruf, when this is 
proved, he disavows this conse 
quence, ought it not to silence 
forever this obje ection, continual. 
ly in his mouth against calviniem 2 

The arminian acknowledges 
that sin has some how or other 
come into existence, that its na- 
ture is such that God cannot re- 
gard it with indifference, and. 
could not therefore behold, with- 
out euher app probation or disap- 
probation, this great fountain of 
all evil rise into being. He will 
acknowledge that God, if he had 
chosen, could, in some way or 
other, have prevented its existence, 
and therefore that it could never 
have come into existeace without 
his sie “85 which implies that he 
chose that it should exist. If f 
stand by a murderer and suf. 
fer him to execute his purpose, 
when by lifting a finger I could 
prevent it, | am consenting to the 
deed, and for some reason or oth- 
er, am willing that it should take 
piace. 

The arminian thon, equally 
with the calvirnist, makes God the 
author of sin. It ts an equally 
just consequence from the senti- 
ments of mene which, however, 
they both disavow. 

‘Che arminian farther objects ta 

he doctrine of the divine decrees, 
oa it destroys free agency, and 
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therefore takes away accountabil- 
ity, that if God has an agency 
and a purpose in every thing 
which conies to pass, the creature 
becomes a mere machine. But if 
it should appear that the senti- 
ments of the arminian give God 
an agency no iess in all that is 
done, then he, equally with the 
caivinist, will destroy free agen- 
cy: 

The arminian will allow that 
the providence of God extends to 
the minutest events, that we can- 
not lift a finger nor exercise a vo- 
lition unaided by the power of 
God, that in him we live and 
move and have cur being, and 
that he works in his peuple, to 
willand to do of his own good 
pleasure. ‘This makes the crea- 
ture as much dependent on God 
for his volitions and actions, as 
the decrees of the calvinist. The 
objection that the doctrine of the 
decrees destroys free agency, is 
founded on the erroneous idea, 
that there can be no such thing 
as free agency, unless the crea- 
ture, in the performance of those 
things for which he deserves 
praise or blame, be absolutely in- 
dependent of God. Such athing 
does not exist, on the principles 
of the arminian, nor can it exist, 
in the nature of things. It isnot 
an apparent only, but a real ab- 
surdity and contradiction. ‘The 
truth is divine aud human pur- 
pote and agency are, and must 
be, jointly concerned in every 
event, and however mysterious tt 
may be to us, the creatures still 
left possessed of all the liberty, 
which it ts possible for the crea- 
ture toenjoy. In like manner, 
many other objections against 
calvinism, which are frequently 
urged, asif they were peculiar to 









this scheme, will be found to lie, 
with equal weight, against the 
sentiments of the very persons, 
who urge them. 

There are other difficulties, 
which many persons profess to find, 
in reconciling the doctrines, which 
calvinists believe to be clearly 
taucht in the bible, to the suppo- 

ed dictates of their reason, and 
to their notions of propriety, 
which arise from the fact, that 
their hearts are at enmity with 
God, are not subject to the law 
of God, and, continuing as they 
are, neither indeed ban be. It is 
extremely dificult to convince 
the proud man that he ought to 
be clothed with humility, and the 
Selfish man that he should love 
his neighbour as himselt, and do 
gocd unto ail oe ashe has op- 
portunity. e doctrines of cal- 
vinism are iapeaaa obnoxious 
to the native depravity of the hu- 
man heart, which exalts itself 
above ail that 1s called God, or is 
worshipped ; for with one con- 
sent, they abace the creature and 
exalt the Creator. This fact, it 
would seem, shotild be consider- 
ed as a Strong argument for theit 
divinity. We say «the bible is 
too holy a book tobe the contri- 
vance of wicked men, and with 
equal j propriety we may say, that 
the doctrines of calvinism are not 
the native offspring §of a corrupt 
heart. ‘These things being true, 
itisno doubt the case, when the. 
sinner is brought to bow at the 
feet of Jezus, and to own him to 
be Lord, that many clouds, and™~ 
much darkuess, will be dissipated, 
which before rested on the does 
trines of calvinism. ‘The renew- 
ed soul will perceive in them 4 
consistency, importance and beau. 
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state, he had no centeption. But 
after all, there are things in the 
calvinistick faith, which defy the 
owers of man to explain them ¢ 
and this, so far from sealing its 
condemnation, is the stamp of di- 
vinity upon it. It is believed 
that the advocates of the calvinis- 
tick faith, by which expression, I 
would be understood to mean 
nothing different from the faith 
once delivered to the saints, have 
sometimes gone too far, in at- 
tempting to explain the myste- 
ries of religion, which are above 
human comprehension. Let 
christians believe and ministers 
teach the incomprehensible things 
of religion as mysteries, nor feel 
reproached by the charge, that 
they receive many things as true, 
on the testimony of God, which 
they do not fully understand, and 
wait with hope and expectation, 
tor the arrival of that day, when 
having put off these clayey taber- 
nacles, their vision shall be purifi- 
ed and their capacities enlarged, 
so that they shall. comprehend, 
beyond what they willever be ca- 
pable of doing, inthe present life, 
the deep things of God. 
AvuGusTing, 


=z 
ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Public worship is an excellent 
end benevolent institution: the 
benefit of which vast numbers 
have experienced. We may 
reckon it among our choicest 
privileges that we have free ac- 
cess to the house of GOD; and 
that we may unite in the delight- 
ful duties of social worship, on 
the days of our holy solemnities.” 

It is highly important that we 
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maintain a holy reverence whens 
ever we professedly unite to wor- 
ship GOD with his people.— 
Said the Psalmist, ‘* Holiness be- 
cometh thine house, O Lord, for- 
ever.”’——Men can judge of others 
only by the “outward appear-. 
ance ; but GOD looketh at the 
heart ;” therefore that holiness 
of which the Psalmist speaks, 
does not only respect the outward 
cenduct, but mere especially the 
inward temper of the mind. ° 

In public worship, the heart 
must be engaged. People must 
keep their hearts with all dili- 
gence, when in the house of 
GQD; must guard against ev- 
ery thing vain and impertinent, 
and have their thoughts intent up- 
on the business of worship. This 
implies holiness of heart; and 
that they draw nigh to GOD, as 
those who have important busi- 
hess to transact with him, and 
with a direct intention to honor 
him ; and also to derive good to 
their own souls, 

In the several parts of public 
worship, the heart must be en- 
gaged. We must heartily join 
in the prayers offered to the 
throne of grace; must be feeling - 
by ctnsible of our wants, and seek 
a supply of them from the foun- 
tain of all good. In like man- 
ner, when GOD’s praises are 
sung, if we do ny* join with our 
voices, our bearts should be em- 
ployed in contemplating the ex- 
ecllency of GOD, and his wor- 
thiness of the highest praises of 
ailintelligences, both in heaveu 
and on earth, 

When people are about to heat 
the word preached, they should 
look to GOD, that he would 
cause his blessing to accompa- 
ny it: always semembering that 
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though a“ Paul should plant, and 
ei Apollos water, GOD must 

give the increase.” And when the 

word is preached, it should be 

heard with attention, and holy 

fear. A certain woman. named 
Lydia, attended unto the things, 
that were spoken of Paul.” 

Should the preacher tell men 
ofa rich purchase, they would 
be all attention. Ought they 
not to be much more attentive, 
when the gospel of the grace of 
GOD is proclaimed, and the 
treasures of the eternal kingdom 
are offered to their acceptance ? 

If people would hear the word 
aright, they must be careful to 
banish all vain thoughts, and en- 
deavor to have their minds deep- 
ly impressed with the importance 
of the business in which they are 
professedly engaged. ‘The whole 
soul should be serious, thought- 
dul, grave and attentive. To 
have the heart light and vain, 
when persons attend upon the 
public worship of GOD, isa sim 
awfully aggravated. 

In the assembly of GOD’s wors 
shipping people, the heart must 
be engaged ; and the external de- 
portment must also be grave ; 
and indeed, when the heart is 
rightly disposed, the outward 
conduct will as a necessary conse 
quence, be, in some good meas- 
ure, conformed to the divine rule. 
We ought, in every assembly of 
religious worshippers, to realize, 
that we are in the immediate pres. 
ence of the heart searching GOD, 
that we are bound to avoid eve- 
ry kind of levity and indecency. 
We must guard against drowsi- 
ness, on the one hand, and every 
kind of levity, on the: other ; 
must appear as persons, who have 
a solemn sense of the important 
duties of the sanctuary. 


[Aue.- 


To worship GOD with our 
bodies, without our hearts, is hy- 
pocrisy ; and to worship him 
with our hearts, without our bod- 
ies, is partiality. Both soui and’ 
body were created by and for 
him ;- therefore both must be de- 
voted to his service. The blood 
of Ehrist hath made an atone- 
ment for the sins of both 3 and, 
we hope for the salvation of both 
soul and body in heaven, . where’ 
they will be unitediy employed, 
in shouting ceasless: hallelujahs 
to the Triune GOD, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost; therefore we 
should glorify GOD in our bod- 
ies, andin our spirits which are 
his. 

We may here notice some of 
the reasons why the professed 
worshippers of GOD should pos- 
sees fuch a temper of heart, and 
be of such an external behaviour 


An divine worship, as have been 


mentioned. 

The glory of GOD requires 
holiness of heart anda grave de- 
portment in all who worship him. 
When we go to the house of GO D 
for religious purposes, it is to 
transact the most important af- 
fairs, to ofier our addresses to the 
King of heaven—to hear from 
him out of his word ; and to at- 
tend to things, to us, infinitely 
important. In business .of such 
moment, how reasonable that our 
outward behaviour should be 
such as to express the high sense 
we have of the majesty of GOD. 

If a subject appear before his 
Prince to solicit a favor, his be- 
havior will be humble and seri- 
ous. Of how much more impor- 
tance is it, that we be ofa holy 
and solemn behavior, when we 
come into the presence of the 
great Jehovah, to solicit spiritual 
blessings for our souls, In that 
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sacred place, where GOD is 
pleased to meet his people with 
his special presence, we ought to 
meet im with humble reverence ; 
and in this way render to him the 
glory due to hisname. 

“ The eyes of GOD are in ev- 
ery place, behoiding the evil and 
the good.” GOD 1s an omnis- 
cient Spirit. * He declareth ufi- 
to man what.is his thoughts.:” 
‘thérefore vain thoughts and levi- 
ty of deportment, in public wor- 
ship, are displeasing to that Being 
who requireth all the powers of 
both soul and body.to be devoted 
to his service. 

Our own good requires a holy 
and reverential. behavior in the 
chouse of GOD. Ifthe body and 
soul be rightly employed in di- 
vine worship, we may hope to 
have our prayers heard and an- 
swered. We may also hope that 
the word preached may be of sa- 
ving benefit, and through the 
blessing of GOD, be made “a sa- 
vor of life unto life,” to our souls. 

Such are the matters we have 
to transact, when we go to the 
house of GOD for public wor- 
ship ; that a reverential behavior 
is absolutely necessary. Our 
business, at such seasons, ts with 
a GOD of infinite majesty and 
glory, “who will not be mocked, 
nor give his glory to another.” 
How petfectly unbecoming and 
a@inful, om such solemn seasons, to 
indulge any degree of levity ; to 
‘sink down into sloth and drowsi- 
mess, or to trifle away our time in 
talking and laughing. Under 
such indulgences, we have ne 


reason to expect any benefit from — 


the services of the sanctuary : but 
we must bear the awful guilt of 
trifling with holy things. 

By an indecent behavior in the 
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house and worship of GOD, we 
reproach and injure the cause of 
religion, so far as our example 
haih influence. When persons of 
higik rank and influence behave 
irreveréntly in the house of GOD, 
theité conduct wounds religion 
tends to corrupt others, and:erves 
to establish the giddy, unthinking 
part of community, in the idea, 
that the duties of public.worship 
are of no importance. 

What saith the Lord, on this 
subject ? ‘* Ye shali keep my sab. 
baths, and reverence my sanctu- 
ary: Tamthe Lord.” “ Keep 
thy foot when thou goest to the 
house of God, and be more ready 
to hear, than to give the sacri- 
fice of fools: for they consider 
not that they do evil.” 

In view of the foregoing obser- 
vations, we see the necessity of 
making preparation for a due at, 
tendance upon the pubiic worship 
ef GOD. People consider it as 
essentially necessary that a Minis- 
ter should be well prepared, be- 
tare.he comes to the house of the 
Lord : and why not as necessary 
that people *should come pre- 
pared ? Should pdople attend to 
a due preparation for the duties 
éf divine Worship, before they as- 
semblé in “GOD’s house, they 
would be more ltkely to receive 
benefit themselves: and be instru- 
ments of good to others, It is 
too.cemmon for persons to neglect 
their closets: and thus to rush, 
unprepared, into the presence 
of their Maker ; not feeling the 
importance of having their hearts 
wiolly engaved. A pious sor 
often meets GOD in the sanctua- 
ry, and can say, “I have found 
him whom my soul loveth :” 
while many a heedless soul derives 
no pleasure. 
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If holiness becomes the house 
of GOD, then there is, in every 
place, cause for deep humiliation. 
Every person who will be at pains, 
to observe attentively his own ex- 
ternal conduct, and the exercises 
of his heart: and to compare 
them with the divine require- 
ments, will find much to lament, 
especially before GOD. 

We would charitably hope the 
hearts of those, whose outward 
deportment is solemn, are, in 
some good measure, engaged, in 
the holy duties of GOD’s wor- 
ship, when in his house ;_ but is 
there not, in all our assemblies, 
too much levity and inattention ? 

It becomes every one who en- 
ters the doors of GOD’s house, to 
realize that he is approaching the 
presence of Jehovah; and under 
such an impression should spend 
the whole time, before the solemn 
exercises begin, in lifting up his 
soul to GOD, that he would 
grant a blessing upon the various 
parts of worship ; and enable the 
Minister to be faithful in declar- 
ing truth, and that he may be 
skilful in winning souls to Christ. 

Parents and guardians should 
exert themselves to, induce those 
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and wevtuip of GOD. They 
must command their households 
to reverence the sanctuary : and 
by example, by precept, and by 
exhortation, teach them that “ ho- 
liness becometh GOD’s house for- 
ever.” 

Children and youth should be 
sober and seriouSat all times; and 
especially when attending public 
worship. They should always 
possess a teachable spirit, and a 
heart desirous of spiritual instruc- 
tion. In sucha frame of mind, 
they might hope to obtain good 
to their souls. ‘ Othat they 
were wise ; that they understood 
these things: that they would 
consider their latter end.” 

May the reader, and the wri- 
er of the foregoing lines, be con- 
cerned to worship GOD in a ho- 
ly and acceptable manner, with 
our bodies and spirits which are 
his. If we worship him, in his 
courts below, in spirit and in 
truth ; we shall, at last be admit- 
ted into that holy society, where 
all worship him in a pure and per- 
fect manner, in his temple above. 

If these few hints should be 
the means of doing good to one 
precious soul, the writer,will fee} 


encer their care, to behave with amply compensateds. 
gabriety and gravity ia the house R. E, 
| ee C7) i — 
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A HAPPY FAMILY. 


Mk. F. isa gentleman of a respec- 
table family and genteel fortune. 
His understanding 1s good, his ex- 
ternal deportment engaging, his 


natural temper such as the world 
usually calls generous and hu- 
mane. But, owing in a great 
measure to the ill effects of a mis- 
taken education, and the dissipa- 


ked associates of his youth, he had 

















eee. Tk. Ge 
nS ae F nee 








AAR: os zi OPEN GA: 


sce ON pitas Nenad te OCR 


1812.] 


unhappily acquired, at an early 
period, a contempt for revealed 
religion, and a taste for the fash- 
iomable follies of the age. 

About the time that Mr, F, ob- 
tained the possession of his estate, 
he married avery amiable and 
sensible woman ; who, not long 
after their union, became deeply 
convinced of the importance of a 
teligious life, and was led to seek 
her happiness in sublimer pleas- 
ures than any this world can af- 
ford. 

It was no small mortification 
to Mrs. F. to see her beloved 
partner far from peace, almost a 
stranger to domestic comfort, 
and eagerly pursuing @ good he 
could not attain, amid all the gay 
and dissipated amusements, that 
foliy can suggest or fashion sanc- 
tion. In vain did she uniformly 
endeavour, by the most obliging 
assiduities and endearing® man- 
ners, to allure him to a more ra- 
tional course oflife. Thowgh his 
behavior to her was by no means 
marked with unkindness or asper- 
ity, the principles he had imbibed, 
and the habits he had’contracted, 
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husband on his indifference to* the 


‘things that belonged to his eternal 


peace.” Butif, insome favour- 
ed moments, she obtained a pa- 
tient hearing, and excited a tran- 
sient conviction, he for the most 
part treated the doctrines of the 
gospel with supercilious contempt, 
and rested satisfied in the persua- 
sion, that if there were a future 
state of existence, his own merits 
would fully ensure his felicity. 
Mr. F. was, however, almost as 
little remarkable for beneficence 
to his fellow creatures, as atten. 
tion to the duties he owed to his 
Creator. For though the dissipae 
ted and extravagant may some- 
times drop a tear over the tale of 
misery, and make high preten- 
sions to generosity, it 13 seldom ei. 
ther in the power or the disposi- 
tion of such characters to act like 
genuine philanthropists. The 
meekness and long-suffering in- 
culeated by the scriptures, the 
happy effects of which this gen. 
tleman both feit and acknowledg. 
ed in his wife, appeared to hima 
little better than meanness of Spire 
it, and narrowness of mind. In 


rendered himso insensible to her®--}js opinion, ambition and resente 


affectionate” remonstrances, that 
had not a superior power inter- 
posed;-she might have continued 
all her days to mourn in secret, 
an affliction which it required 
nothing less than the comforts of 
true religion to Support. Some. 
times, indeed, when occasion re- 
quired, Mrs. IF’. would bear her 
testimony against error and pro- 
faneness ; or now and theny when 
avery suitable opportunity oc- 
curred, she would venture, with 
becoming modesty and gentleness, 
to expatiate on the excelletcy and 
importance of divine truth, and 
tenderly remonstrate with her 


c/* 


mefit were some ‘of the noblest 
qualities of the soul,and the firm. 
ness Of ‘tlte Stoies far-superior to 
the humility of esus Christ :— 
fough ftwas by no means unue 
suaf for him to feel extremely 
mortified by the most trivial dise 
appointment, and to have his teme 
per greatly ruffled by the slight. 
est contradiction ! 

One evening when Mr. F. was 
teturning on horseback frong 
N.... races, after drinking rath. 
er freely with some of his gay 
companions, (a vicé he was not 
generally addicted to) his horse 


suddenly sto@ke fright; and hy 
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not being well able to manage 
him, was thrown with great vio- 
Tence to the ground, and received 
a dangerous contusion in his head. 

He was brought home sense- 
Jess, in which situation he contins 
ued some day3, while his recove- 
ry appeared extremely doubtful; 
until, at length, the violence of 
the fever having subsided, he 
gradually recovered the exercise 
of reason. No sooner was he re- 
stored to the use of his invalua- 
ble talent, than awaking, as it 
were, from a dream of fatal secu- 
rity, he became sensible to all the 
dangers of his situation, and was 
filled with anxiety and alarin. 
A variety of distressing consider- 
ations pressed unou ‘his mind, 
which for a time he endeavoured 
to conceal : until, at length, un- 
able longer to keep silence, i he re- 
solved to disclose the anguish that 
he felt, to his amiable and afflict- 
ed wife. Oni Mrs. F.’s coming to 
his bedside—** My dearest Em- 
mA,’’ Said he, fixing hiseyes, which 
sere full of tears, earn: tly y upon 
her, “to what a mel: ancholy state 
am Ireduced! my health, ‘which 
J have hitherto enj joyed almost 
without interruption, is destroyed 
by one unexpected blow ; and 
in} strength and Vi ivaci cy are @X- 


changed for inexpressible |: inguor. 
This day wi ek was spent in the 
he: ht of festivity, and now lam 
laid upon this sick bed—perhans, 
never to rise fromit more! O4! 
{ canr express how vain and 
worthless all those things now ap- 
pear to me, which f4en engrossed 
my atten \Ty lite has | beet 
epent ina way that has neither 
been acceptab.e to my Creator, 


nor henericial to my fellow crea- 


id a few days more, and 


Sit will beat antrd: ; and 
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then, what am 1to expect ? Oh! 
I know not, and scarcely dare to 
think: for if the things I have of- 
ten heard from you be true, what 
an account shall I have to give of 
mis-spent time and abused tal. 
ents! Yes! Ifthe Bible be in- 
deed the word of God, I am un- 
done forever. I have neglected 
and despised the blessings it re- 
veals ; and preferred a few short 
years of vain, unsatisfying pleas- 
ures to a State of unchangeable, 
everlasting happiness. Though 
I endeavoured to suppress it, [ 
have sometimes thought of these 
things when in health, for 1 was 
then far from being truly happy ; 
buc now, that [ seem on the bor- 
ders of the grave, words cannot 
express to you the view I have of 
eternity. My soul, Emma, clings 
to life; methinks I would give 
worlds, if ] had them, for time to 
search into these subjects, which 
I have hitherto soshamefully neg- 
lected ; and to seck the favour of 
that God, whom I have offended 
by my vain, irreligious life. Oh! 
how dreadful is the least degree 
of uncertainty, when our eternal 
interest may be at stake! I am 
now little able to make inquiry af- 
ter truth; why did I defér it to 
an hour like this? why refuse to 
listen to the tender admonition of 
the best of friends ?”” 

Such, and many more, were 
the bitter refleetions that arose in 
Mr. F.’s mind while confined to 
a bed of sickness. His affection- 
ate partner rejoiced, even in the 
midst of her affliction, to find hin 
impressed with a proper sense of 
liis alarming situation ; the dan- 
cer of which, whatever anguish 
might resnit from the discovery, 

regard to his eternal welfare did 
net permit her to conceal, But 
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she woukd have felt still more sat- 
jaraction at ihe sentiments he ex. 
pressed, had she not known many 
mournful instances of persons in 
similar circumstances, who, on re- 
covery to health, became more 
dissipated and irreligious than be- 
tore. 

It pleased God, however, 
“ from whom all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed,” to complete the hap- 
py changehe hadbegun. A long 
and dangerous Hlness afforded 
Mr. F. much time for reflection ; 
he considered carefully his past 
life, and looked forward to that 
which was to come. When the 
first alarms of his conscience, and 
the tumult of his thoughts subsi- 
ded, he made it his businegs to in- 
quire diligently into the authen- 
ticity of revelation ; and, after he 
was satisfied on that important 
point, he daily searched the scrip- 
tures, with earnest prayer to God 
for the teaching of his Spirit, that 
he might be instructed in the real 
meaning of the inspired writers. 
Being at length “ fully persuaded 
in his own mind,” he determined, 
by the assistance of divine grace, 
that if his life were spared, itshould 
be spent in a far different manner 
than it formerly had been, This 
resolution he was ever after ena- 
bied to maintain ; while, as di- 
vine truth opened to his view, and 
he was led to contemplate the 
awful holiness of God’s character, 
and his stupendous mercy and 
condescension in the work of re- 
demption, his heart ofien glowed 
with delightful affections. Hope 
took place of fear; and the more 
he saw of his own demerit, and 
the evil of his former conduct, 
the more he was filled with love 
and admiration of the Redeemer, 
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who gave himself to be a sacri- 
fice for the sins of ungrateful and 
rebellious man. In short, every 
thing wore a new aspect to hims 
for he viewed events through a 
different medium. His preserva- 
tion and recovery from so dan- 
gerous an accident, the kindness 
and attention of these around 
him, and the many providential 
blessings he enjoyed, all afforded 
him mutter of praise and thank- 
fulness. And he found so many 
sources of peace and consolation, 
that in his sick room he felt more 
genuine happiness and content- 
ment, than he had experienced alf 
his life before. 

The great alteration that had 
taken place in this gentlaman’s 
sentiments and disposition, it may 
readily be supposed, produced a 
correspondent effect on all his fu- 
ture conduct; and Mrs. F. whose 
supreme desire it was to live in 
every respect consistently with 
the character and profession of 2 
Christian, had now tlie inexpressi- 
ble satisfaction to sce her husband 
concurring m1 her designs ; and, 
on his recovery to health, devi- 
sing with her such a plan of life, 
as Might conduce, as much as 
possibiec, to glorify God and ben- 
efit his fellow creatures. 

In order to this, Mr. F. did not 
deem it requisite wholly to with- 
draw from public scenes, and to 
spend the remainder cof his life in 
useless solitude, He recollected, 
that neither the examples nor pre- 
cepts in the New Testament scem 
to favour a state of seclusion from 
mankind ; but, on the contrary, 
while conformity to the world is 
strictly prohibited, we are com. 
manded * so to let our light shine 
before men, that they may see 
owr good works, and glorify 
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eur Father which is in heaven.” 

At the same time, «therefore, 
that this exemplary-character, su- 
perior to the contemptuous sneers 
of the profane and dissipated, de- 
termined to break with most of 
his former acquaintances, and no 
longer suffer himself to be ensla- 
ved with favhions and maxims, 
_ that both reason and religion dis- 
approved, he avoided all unne- 
cessary preciseness and austerity, 
and mixed with mankind just so 
much as his situation in life re- 
quired to render him usetul to so- 
ciety. 

To follow this gentleman in 
his public capacity, (for he sev- 
éral years filled up an important 
Station in community) to point 
out the disinterested benevolence 
and unshaken integrity which 
stamped his actions, and render- 
ed him superior to the interests 
of a party, would exceed the lim- 
its of this publication. It will 
better suit the present purpose, to 
consider him in his more retired 
and domestic life, and to observe 
the happy effects which, even in 
this world, are to be derived from 
genuine Christianity. 

Without entering into an exam: 
ination of the ill effects of fashions 
able amusements, which dissipate 
the mind, and render it unfit even 
for the common scencs of life, 
much more for the dutics and 
comforts of religion, it may casi- 
ly be conceived, that persons of 
the sentiments and dispositions 
which have been described, could 
find little satisfaction in such en- 
joyments, Mr. and Mrs. F.had 
already too well made the exper- 
iment, not to fee/ that these pleas- 
ures are nothing worth, and at 
best cannot be deemed more ra- 
tional than the toys and diver- 
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sions of children. Books, con. 
versation, the society of a few"pi- 
ous ond judicious friends, natural 
philosophy and rural recreations, 
fill up their leisure hours; time 
never hangs heavy on theirhands ; 
for, as they are convinced that 
discontent is the certain offspring of 
indolence, inclination as well as du- 
ty daily prompts them to occupy 
their talents in something that 
may be useful to themselves and 
others: ‘‘ Few people,” say they, 
“have any idea of the good that 
might be done, andthe satisfac. 
tion that might be obtained, by a 
constant endeavour to redeem 
those moments, which are wasted 
in indolence and trifling:” It is 
the delight and privilege of the 
Christian, to consecrate his pow- 
ers to God: he emulates those 
blessed spirite, who, like * flames 
of fire,” are prompt to execute 
their Creator’s will, “ and delight 
to do his commandments, heark- 
ening to the voice of his word.” 
He reflects on the numbers whe 
are incapaciiated, by disease and 
various other calamities, from en- 
gaping in any active service ; 
and thanks the gracious author of 
all his mercies, for the exercise of 
reason, and the enjoyment of 
those powers which he can em- 
ploy forthe welfare of mankind. 
In all his undertakings he desires 
to consider the Almighty’s will ; 
and the idea that he can leek un, 
and say, ‘ thisis the place which 
miy heavenly Father hath allotted 
me—this is the work he hath ap- 
pointed me to do-—-tends toe recon- 
cile him to every situation, and te 
sweeten every employment.” 

Mr. and Mrs. F.’s family con- 
sists of a son and two daughters, 
whese education they carefully 
superintend ; deeming tt as amos! 
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_gmportant duty and a delightful 


task. Mrs. F. often expresses her 
surprise, that persons of any seri- 
ousness should deem a few extet- 
nal @ccomplishments, which in 
many instances might perhaps 
as well be acquired. at home, 
preferable to the forming of their 
children’s minds and morals ; and 
venture to place daughters in sit- 
uations, where, from the usual 
mode of instruction, and the dif- 
ferent characters with whom they 
often associate, they are likely not 
not only to obtain little useful 
knowledge, but to imbibe many 
false and dangerous notions, which 
are suited only to cherish the evil 
dispositions of the heart. She 
says, the great end of education 
is to teach young people to think 
justly ; and our chief care should 
be to watch over and repress the 
first risings of evil tempers and 
propensities ; which cannot be 
duly attended to, where a great 
number of persons are consigned 
to the government of a few. 

Mr, F. also, recollecting the 
many evils he had derived from 
being early educated at a public 
seminary, declares he can never 
consent that his son should be 
taught to prefer the heroes of Ho- 
mer to the disciples of Jesus 
Christ; and suffer him by mixing 
with dissolute young men, to im- 
bibe a poison that might never af- 
ter be eradicated, and assume a 
confidence and audacity, which, 
though at present the prevailing 
characteristic of youth, is truly 
diszusting to every maa of sente. 

4iccordingly, if these young 
persons, though by no means de- 
ficient in accomplishments, would 
not make so elegant a fipure ma 
bail room, or conver-e ¢o fluent. 


A Happy Family. 241 


ly on the latest fashion or ‘most 
favourite opera dancer, a3 ma- 
ny in a similar rank of life, theit 
parents have the satisfaction to 
know, that their minds are stored 
with useful knowledge; that*they 
have learned to discriminate be» 
tween truth & error ; that their de- 
portment is modest; affable & un- 


\assuming 3 and that their hearts 


are simple, humble, and truly 
disposed to love and obey them.— 
Indeed, one of the most striking 
features of Mr. F.’s family is, that 
it may be called afami’y of love.— 
Here cheerfulness and serenity 
have taken place of levity and 
mirth ; and genuine philanthro- 
py, of studied courtesy and un- 
meaning compliment; while each 
individual strives to fill up his 
proper place, and by an habitual 
Sweetness of manner and uniform 
endeavour to please, to contrib- 
ute to the welfare and comfort of 
the whole. You seldom or nev- 
er here are wearied with those 
complaints of servants which are 
so frequent in many places. The 
domesticks, carefully selected 
and kindly treated, consider their 
master 4nd mistress almost in the 
the light of parents; and would, 
perhaps, feel nearly as mach pain 
to leave this peaceful habitation, 
as affectionate childrea, when for 
the first time they are about to 
quit the parental roaf. 

It is not, however, in the least 
degree meant to insinuate, that 
any in this amiable family have 
attained to a degree of perfection 
mconsistent with the frailty of hu- 
man nature: this must not be 
supposed by us, and is stil less 
thought of by themselves. No— 
could we see the persons that have 
been described m their most se- 
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eret retirements, we should find 
them confessing and deploring 
before Him, who “ searcheth the 
hearts and trieth the reins,”’ their 
daily omissions of duty, and their 
frequent tran:gressions of-his ho- 
ly law; many emotions of pride 
and vain glory ;. many risings 
of evil tempers and selfish dispo- 
itions; many vain, irreverent 
thoughts in sacred duties ; which, 
though unsuspected by others, 
fill them, like the holy prophet, 
with ‘shame and confusion of 
face,’ andlead them every day 
to see more clearly their need of 
a Mediator. 
Neither is it even to be con 
ecived, that in this happy society 
there is never any thing to be ob- 
served by others, but what is al- 
together approvable. Alas ! here, 
as well as every where else, there 
are sometimes errors and impro- 
prieties, which interrupt the peace 
and harmony that generally pre- 
vail. But then, these evils are 
not prolonged and increased byre- 
sentment and mutual recrimina- 
tion; since those, who are the 
most deenly convinced of their 
own imperfections, are_ever the 
readiest to make allowance for 
the misconduct of others. The 
person who has offended, being 
reproved, in a spirit of meekness, 
issoon led to acknowledge, and 
make concession for his fault ; or if 
this be not the case,that sacred vol- 
volume, the unerring standard of 
right and wrong, which Mr. F. 
never tails to read daily in his 
family, points out what has 
been contrary to the christian spir- 
it, and restores things their prop- 
er order. Indeed, the constant 
observance of family worshib, a 
duty which, however unfashiona- 
bic, this gentleman has steadily 
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percevered in, ever since he sert- 
ously engaged in a religious life, 
has been found the happiest mean 


to preserve social order, peace, 


and love. 

Mr. F. saw from the first ma- 
ny of the difficulties he should 
have to encounter, in pursuing: 
the plan he had adopted; but he 
thought the sneers of a few gid- 
dy triflers, or shallow sceptics, 
were not to be put in competition 


with the favour of the King of 


heaven. Accordingly, among 
other things, he at once determin- 
ed that the sacred day of rest, 
which he had unhappily so often 
wasted and profaned, but which 
now often proved to him a season 
of the greatest satisfaction, should 
be entirely devoted to the service 
of God. All unsuitable visitants 
are, of course, excluded from his 
house : he and his family twice a 
day constantly attend the public 
worship ; not where the gentcelest 
congregation is assembled, but 
where they may hear those min- 
isters who are most concerned for 
the glory of God and the eternal 
welfare of their hearers: while 
the intermediate hours of the day 


are divided between the duties of 


the closet, in the instructing of 
children and servants, and serious, 
improving conversation. 

Many persons, possessed of af- 
fluent fortunes, are very ready to 
impart some of their abundance 
to the distressed ; but there are 
very few, indeed, that, in imita- 
tion of H1s example, “ who, tho’ 
he was rich, yet for our sakes be- 
came poor,” are willing to de- 
duct from their own luxuries & fu< 
perfluities to relieve the indigent ; 
and still fewer, perhaps, who will 
not only give, but seek out, and 
sympathize with, the sons of mi 
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ery and want. Yet it 1* surpris- 
ing to think, ifa proper attention 
were paid to this tiuly christian 
duty, how much might be done 
to alleviate the afflictions of man. 
kind, even by persons in very 
moderate circumstances. But of 
this Mr. and Mrs, F. are fully 
convineed, as well as the glaring 
impropriety there is in the fol- 
lowers of the meek and lowly 
faviour vieing in pomp and 
splendour with the great and gay. 
And, therefore, though they are 
truly “lovers of hospitality,” 
and ‘careful im avoiding every 
appearance of parsimony and 
meanness, their table, furniture, 
and apparel, are as remarkable 
for simplicity and frugality, as 
their conduct to ne is renown: 
ed for enlarged liberality and be- 
neficence. “So much doves a spir- 
it of benevolence pervade this 
family, that the young ladies ex. 
perience far more pleasure i In €x- 
pending their pocket money to 
procure a garment for a poor 
person, oan to purchase an ele- 
gant trinket, or a fash‘onable ar- 
ticle of dress, forthemselves. Jn- 
ceed, in this respect, their hands 
as weilas their purses are at the 
service of the poor. For though 
Mrs, F.bas naturally a great tazte 
forelegant accomplishments, and 
in her youth bestowed much time 
and pains to acquire them, she 
acknow ledges that, since she has 
seen the real nature and excellen- 
cy of religion, she cannot find 
much gratification in any employ- 
ment which does not some way 
conduce to the * glory of God,” 
and the welfare of her fellow 
creatures; of course, she does 
not greaily countenance the pur- 
suits of those attainments which 


are chiefly cultivated in order to 


= 


attract 2dmiration and applause. 
And, therefore, many of the 
hours which by others would be 
speut at the harpsichord, in cu- 
rious needle works, and uwselcss 
trifes, are by herself and her 
daughters appropriated, with far 
more heart-felt satisfaction, te 
the improvement of their minds, 
visiting the sick and afflicted, or 
working for the poor and desti- 
tute ; by whom they have the 
happiness to be so beloved end 
valued, that the whole village a- 
round their country seat is enitv- 
ened and rejoiced at their appeare 
ance. 

It can hardly be supposed, 
however, that Mr. and ivirs. I. 

with the viewsand sentiments they 

entertain, can rest satisfied mere/y 
in endeavours to contribute tothe 
temporal welfare of their fellow 
creatures. The benevolence of 
their hearts, and their implicit re- 
gard to the authority of God’s 
word, render it impossibie for 
them to feel that sad ind:iference 
for the souls of men, which, im 
modern days, has obrained the 
mistaken appellation of charity or 
canduur. “© Our Saviour and his 
apostles,” say they, “ cannot be 
suspected of want of love tothe 
human race ; yet they warn us, 
in the most solemn manner, of 
the awful consequences of an ir- 
religious life ; and are very far 
from asserting that every one 
may be saved in his own Way, or 
the religion in which he was bro’t 
up. It is therefore certainly the 
duty of christians ta use their ute 
most efforts to convince men of 
their real character and situation, 
and of the necessity of fanh and 
repentance.” 

Deeply Hy gpa with this con- 
viction, Mr. F. does not hesitate, 
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in whatever company he may be 
obliged to mix, if occasion re- 
quire, to confess his sentiments 
and bear his testimony against 
vice. and profaneness ; while by 
Jetters, books and conversation, 
he endeavours among his relatives 
and friends, with the utmost ten- 
derness and propriety, to incul- 
cate the truth and importance of 
divine revelation, and the happi- 
ness of a life truly devoted to 
God. Nor does Mrs F. decline 
an active part in this momentous 
duty. When she visits the sick 
and. afflicted in the neighbour- 
hood, to administer relief to their 
distresses, she seldom fails to put 
a religious book into their hands, 
or to say a few words that may 
leave a serious impression on their 
minds. And, as the education 
of youth is of the utmost conse- 
quence to the promotion of reli- 
gion and the improvement of mo- 
rals, she has lately established a 
school for the children of the 
poor, which she has placed under 
the tuition of a very pious and 
prudent woman, and carefully su- 
perintends it herself. By such, 
and various other means, these 
amiable persons have adopted, it 
is hardly concetvable how much 
reformation has been produced, 
and what salutary effects have re- 
sulted to those around them ; 

while the happiness they experience 
is as far superior to any of the 
poor, short-lived enjoyments, that 
ambition or sensuality can afford, 
as the heavens areabove the earth. 
Oh! that every reader of this 
feeble, but sincere attempt to 
point out the patH of true con- 
tentment, might he prevailed on 
to make the ‘experiment ; ; and to 
seck for divine aid to enable him 
to lead alife asmuch devoted to 
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God, and as beneficial to man ! 
[ Path to Happiness. 
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From the Panoplist. 


ON PASTORAL VISITS. 


Mr. Editor, 

Ifyou think the followi ing remarks 
calculated to do good, you are at lib- 
erty to msert them in your Maga- 
zine. 


Irisnow a little more than 


five years since I was settled 


asa minister of the gospel, ina 
country parish, which contains 
about an hundred and seventy, or 
eighty families. Believing it to 
be a minister’s duty, to become 
as speedily and as extensively ac- 
quainted with the spiritual state 
of his flock, as he can, I embrac- 
ed the first opportunity, after my 
ordination, of communicating my 
views of this, as well as other 
pastoral duties. I reminded the 
people of my charge, that they 
hada right to expect from me, 
cussions. pastoral visits, and that 
I should feel myself bound to 
make such visits, as often as my 
health and other circumstances 
would permit. Nor was it lon 
before I entered upon this labori- 
ous and difficult undertakin 

I spent much of my time for 
some months, in visiting from 
house to house ;—but without 
any previous appointments. Ev- 
ery where I was received with 
kindness, and, in some families, 
found it easy to introduce and 
keep up religious conversation.— 
In others, however, it was nearly 
impracticable ; not because the 
attempt was. directly opposed, 
for the people were too well brea 
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to be guilty of such rudeness — 
But so many kind inquiries were 
to be made about my personal in- 
terests, and so much time must be 
taken up in miscellaneous conver- 
sation, that the main object of 
my vivit was too frequently push- 
ed intoa very narrow compass, if 
not quite excluded from the fam- 
ily circle. In such cases, I could 
not but so away dissatisfied, both 
with myself and my friendly par- 
ishioners. : 

In the way I was proceeding, 
I met with other difficulties, 
which ought to have been antici 
pated. As families hardly ever 
knew when to expect me, they 
were ofien scattered by their ne- 
cessary avocations, or, if together, 
were not prepared to receive me 
as they wished. From _ these 
causes, whole afternoons were fre- 
quently spent to little purpose. I 
however proceeded much in the 
same course, for more than four 
years, growing all the while more 
and more dissatisfied with it ; but 
hardly knowing how I could do 
better. 

fit length, about eight months 
ago, I publickly, on the Sabbath, 
proposed a plan, which I had 
for some time under considera. 
tion; and which I have since 
been carrying into exccution, with 
more success than I expected.— 
I told the congregation that I 
proposed to commencea course 
of visits, which should be strictly 
and exclusively pasteral visits ; 
that I should appoint them on 
the Sadbath, specifying the days 
to be appropriated to this object, 
and naming the families, from 
time to time, on which I intended 
tocall ; that, on these occasions, 
they must not expect me fo enter 


into any bat relicious cenversa- 


On Pastoral visits, 


tion ; that I should wish them to 
be free in opening the state of 
their minds, asking important 
questions, and the like ; aiid that 
l*should catechise their children, 
and pray with them, before we 
separated, if they wished. 

“In this way, d have now goné 
about halfthrough my parish.— 
The families, knowing when to 
expect me, can make their calcu. 
lations accordingiy. I generally 
find all the members together ; 
can introduce religion every 
where, because nothing else is 
expected ; visit more, because 
when appointments are made they 
must be attendéd to ; have gain. 
ed more knowledge of the spirit- 
ual state of my charge, within 
there few months past, than for 
years before; and have found 
the method | am pursuing, appa- 
rently very acceptable to all class. 
es of people. 

It is more than possible, sir, that 
some of my Fathers and Breth. 
ren inthe Ministry, have metwith 
discouragements similar to those 
that I at frst encountered, in ate 
tempting to make religious visits. 
Numbers, probably, have form. 
ed and adopted plans, similar to 
that which has been mentioned. 
Some, [ know kave, and with 
very flattering success. I can- 
not help wishing that all, who 
have not, would at least make the 
experiment, unless a better mode 
can be devised. ‘the undertak. 
ing is certain!y arduoyps, especial- 
ly in a larjye and irrcligious soci- 
eiy- The discourazemenis in 
prospect are: many, and some of 
them iormidable. But I can tes. 
tify, so far as my own experience 
extends, that they are mnch greats 
erin prospect than in reality. 
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ed; when I have set out with 
the greatest reluctance to fulfil 
an appointment, | have generally 
been very agreeably disappointed 
in my visits. Ihave either found 
some persons much more serious 
than I expected, or have found 
reason to hope thatthe time has 
been spent very profitably . to 
myself, at least, if to no one 
else. 

Fathers and Brethren, will you 
suffer a word of exhortation from 
ene who will thankfully receive 
the exhortations of the youngest 
of his fellow labourers? Let us 
remember that we watch for 
souls, as they that must give ac- 
count; that we are bouid to be 
instant in Season, and out of sea- 
son; that we were charged by 
those who invested us with the 
pastoral office, to teach, not on- 
¥y publickly, but trom house to 
house ; that our Master expects 
us to do every thing in our pow- 
er, to promote the salvation of 
precious souls; and that only 
those, who are found faithful un- 
to death, will receive a crown of 

-dife. 
Mikzos. 
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PROVIDENCE AND CHANCE. 


I have been thrown from my 
poney, said a little boy to his fa- 
ther; but by coance [Tam _ not 
hurt.——“‘I am glad to hear of 
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your safe escape, my dear child, 
but you ought to ascribe it to 
Providence. Chance is blind, and 
cannot protect us. Providence 
watches over all. Look round 
on nature—on those things most 
obvious to your senses—the 
plants, trees, animals, and your- 
self. Lift your eyes to heaven— 
see the beautiful regularity of the 
planetary orbs; the return of day 
and night ; and the revolution of 
seasons : then reflect, can these 
things be the effect of chance. ?— 
No. A ‘supreme power rules 
and directs the order of the uni- 
verse, and holds the~ chain of 
events. Learnto acknowledge 
this great and good Being in eve- 
ry thing that befals you. Pay 
him the homage of thankful 
praise for his benefits. Adore 
his unsearchable wisdom when 
he afflicts, and repose an humble 
confidence in his mercy and pro- 
tection amidst the various ills 
that beset the path of human life, 
Extend your views beyond the 
present Scene, to permanent pos- 
sessions and pure pleasures ; and 
entitle yourself to their enjoy- 
ment, by studying to obey the 
will of him who placed you here. 
Look up to his superintending 
providence for every blessing you 
would wish to receive, aud every 
danger you are anxious to avoid ; 
and ever scorn to be indebted to 
chance for what you really owe te 
your Father and your God.” 
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DR- CAREY'S LETTER. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

In the name of the Mission here, I 
write to acknowledge our obligations 
to youfor the unremitted attention to 
the cause of our Lerd in this country, 
which you have shewn, and at the same 
time to acknowledge the receipt of—-- 
doliars*® brought out by Capt. Griifin 
ef the ——— 


Languages. 
1 Sangskrit 


2 Bengallee 


3 Orissa 


4 Hindoosthannee N. T. Pent. Historical books 


5 Mahratta 

6 Shikh 

7 Telinga 

8 Kurnata 

9 chinese 

W Burman 

}i Assain 

12 Nepala 

1S: Guzerattee 


Matt. and Mark 
Matthew 

Matt. tochap. xii. 
Four Gospels 

14 Cashmeera Matt. Mark, Luke 

The whole Bible is translated and 
printed in the Malay language. This 
was done several years ago by the 
Dutch government, at Batavia. The 
whole Bible is translated and printed 
in the Tamul language, or that spoken 
on-the east coast of the Peninsula, from 
Madras to Cape Comorin. We are 
about to print a new and large edition 
of this version, at the expense of the 
Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society. 

The New Vestament is translated 
into Cingalese, or the language of Cey- 
Jon, and the Old Testament is ina 
eourse of translation on the Island:-— 
We are about also toprint a large edi- 
tion of the New Testament in this lan- 
giuiage at the expense of the same So- 
Giety. N. B. There are 530,000 pro- 
fessed Christians on that Island, and 
at present not more than thirty cep- 
ies of the New Yestament to be found 
among them all. 

The Gospels, and 1 believe the whole 
New Testament hiaye been lately trans- 


Translated. 
The whole N. T. & to 1 Kings c. vill. The N. 1. Pent. Josh. 
The whole of the O. & N. T. 


N. T. & O. T. except the Pent. 


N- TF. Pent. Hagiography 
NWN, T.- Pent. to Numb, 

N. TT. Pent. to Numb. 
N. T. Pent. to Deut. 

N. T. Gen. Exod. Ley. 


Letter from India Shy 


The religious public in America 
having so generously contributed to 
the translation and printing of the Bi- 
ble in the Oriental Languages, we con- 
sider it as our duty to give them all 
possible information of the present 
state, and future gradual progress of 
the work; and I do therefore hereby 
inform them through you of the pres- 
ent state of the work. 


Printed. 


The whole Bib. N. PF. 
{third edition. 
N. Test. Hagiography, 
[ Prophets, Joshuas 

N. T. 2d. edition of the 

| Gospels. Gen. begune 

N. 'T. Genesis 

N. T. in the press 

N. T. in the press 

N.T. just commencing” 

Matt. and Mark 

Not begun—types cast 

Not begun 

Not begun 

Matt. begun, but relin- 
[quished for thepresent 

Not begun 


lated into the Malayalam language, or 
that spoken on the western side of the 
Peninsula, by the Bishop of the Syrian 
churches there. Weare about to print 
an edition of this version also, at the 
expense of the same society. 

There are still several 1 guages in 
the East into which no translation is: 
yet begun. viz. The language of Ca- 
bul; that of Thibet; the languages of 
Tartary, the Arrakan, Siam, and Cam- 
bodian languages, together with those 
spoken by different small nations of 
mountaineers, north and east of India, 
Also a number of languages spoken in 





*{ am at Calcutta, and our accounts 
at Serampore, I cannot therefore speci- 
fy the number ofdollars ; I only recol- 
lect that we received a large sum, I 
think $20¢0, and afterwards a small 
sum, which I believe was that brought 
by Capt. Griffin. I however well recol- 
lect that they exactly agreed with your 
agegount which accompanied them, 
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the Island, as the Javan, Matassar, 
Batta, Buggeso, and several others un- 
known to me. 

Among the works in tlhe press at 
Saraimnpure, I ought to have mentioned 
a version in the Arabico-Hindoosthan- 
nee, by the Rev. Mr. Martyn ; a Per- 
sian version of the New Testament by 
the Rev. Mr- Scbastiani, a Catholic ; 
and an Arabic one, notyet put to press, 
by Mr, Nathaneal Sabat. Thus I 
have given you a short account of the 
works which we are carrying on, and 
of those carrying on by others; also a 
short and very imperfect account of 
what still remains to be done in the 
way of translating the word of God.— 
It must, however, not be supposed that 
Ihave givena complete account of 
all that remains to be done. The lan- 
guages spoken through all the Islands 
of the Indian Ocean, and the Chinese 
seas, must be very numerous, and ma- 
ny ot them have starcely been noticed 
by Europeans. These islands are, how- 
ever, full of imhabitants, and many of 
them are in the most dreadful state of 
barbarism. In Sumatra, one nation, if 
not more, are cannibals, and exceed 
ell that fias ever heen heard of canni- 
bals. We havea lad now in our free 
school at Calcutta, who was saved 
tron being devoured by a gentleman, 
captain of a ship in ihe Eastern trade, 
who gave me the account, which is as 
follows. He was on the east side of 
Sumatra when having occasion one 
tlay to go ashore, his attention was 
particularly arreseted by three boys in 
a sort of enclosure. On inquiring of a 
Malay whai these boys were intended 
for, he told him they had been stolen 
from aneighboring Island, that they 
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would be fattened, and then sold to 
the Battas, (a nation residing on the 
island) for food He inquired the 
price of the boys, and was told 150 
dollars, which he immediately* paid, 
and Gis saved them from that destruc. 
tion I suppose the greatest enemies 
to missions will scarcely think it wrong 
to send the gospel to a country like 
this. 

The cause of our Redeemer pros- 
pers in India, and I — will go on 
to prosper. There are five churches 
in Bengal, two in Siundonatiuid one in 
Orissa, and one in the Birman Einpire. 
We have it in contemplation to send 
missions to Java and Amboyna, and 
should the Lord prosper us, eventually 
to other places. 

The distress of nations is great, and 
political confusion prevails all over the 
earth, but I trust the Lord is carrying 
forward his great work throughout the 
earth, and that his cause will triumph, 
and eventually accomplish all that 
which has so long been expec‘ed in 
vain from political changes. It will 


always be found that the depravity of 


human nature is the root of all human 
evils, and that the effectual prevalence 
of the Gospel ofvur Redeemer in the 
hearts ofmen is the oniy true remedy 
for it. 

Give my love to your good friend 
Capt. Wickes: and to Mr. Mayhew. 
I delayed writing because of the great 
uncertainty ofthis ship’s sailing, and 
must now make short work of my 
correspondence, as I find she will sail 
immediately. 

[am very affectionately yours, 

W. CAREY. 
Calcutta, Oct. 4, 1811. 
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OP Our readers will observe that the present number of the Adviser is eight 
The next number will contain forty pages, 

** An address to the enemies of Christ” is received. 

We have never received the communications which Tropuiraus, in alate 
letter, states that he sent us in May lust. 


We much need them. 
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